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Some women seem to waltz through the party scene with invisible 1 .. ¥scey ™ agy,
focused on them. Now they share their secrets. By Jennifer Tung uah,,:';

hen Houston socialite Becca Cason Thrash
held a benetir for the Stages Repertory

Theater in her house last spring, she stole
the show—which was quite a teat, given
the compernition. Hundreds of the city's
power clite filled the rooms. Ar one end

of the house, a band played Frank Sinatra

and Enrique I:_{:.I:'Hiﬂh- covers: at the other
end an actress performed a scene from the repertory’s latest
l'irq;n;hn_'Tiun on a stage ‘\I.I".rlt"l'll'.ll.'l.i over the '|"n;'-n;:] -the

same pool that three guests would tumble into after dinner.
Throughout it all, Thrash floated through the crowd,
waving a glass of chilled vodka and rossing off playtul one-
liners in her booming Texas drawl. “I love a party the

way an actor loves a stage,” says Thrash, who is famous
for WEeAring three outfits in one evening that night, she
changed from a long-sleeved white jersey gown to a black
Jean Paul Gaultier gown to red silk pajamas). *1 suppose
it helps that 'm narurally ourgoing—and maybe slightly
extroverted,” Dazzling a room full of people doesn’t require
a closet of designer gowns or an outsize personality.
Warmth, cheerfulness, and thoughtfulness are much mors
important. “ | he life of the party has positive energy

and the desire to make people feel comfortable,” says No
Cleary, coauthor of the guide to good living The Art

and Power of Being a Lady (Atlantic Monthly Press).
asked over 25 renowned hosts, revelers, and stvle exper %o
for their secrets to everything from making an entran ;“"“‘m
making lively conversation to recovering trom makr 4 Koag,
ass out of yourself. Now let’s ger this party started ““r
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