YOU'RE INVITED: INSIDE THE HDTTE.__'_S_T PARTIES EVER
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HRUBARTY

Drinks or dinner, a few friends or a crowd—our soup-to-nuts

gride, packed with tips from the pros, will let you entertain "em

Plhratographed by Liza Hulbard

Ever notice how some hosts make oed-100e1hers seim as simpla to pull off as a chame-

pagne CorkT Thene's a kind of an (o entartsning wed, 1S not fard, # just recuings holkoy-
ing a fesy nules: = Keep it simple. When in doubl, namow cholCas—menu, dacor,
@b, —and arr on the sice of simplicity, Too many opions pest muddh the mix and cost
yos e and monasy, B Praject your personal siyle. A parly i mong than tood and
drinks. Think about tha 1oial pichens: ambiance, dbcor and prasaniation. = Nail down
the details. Wit a “party sonpl”™ Imadging B anding .-:l_-e{|||r-'lr'u";|;|—i|1a:||.|r:ir"g ;’H.;lnl'mg_
purshasing and preaparaticn=—right up 19 e mamant your first quast arrives
* Got others involved. Mo matler whal size pour parhy, iU's nice 10 have heldp, Bacnit
guiests 1o ake coats, open wne, Sy a try' of hors dhosuemas, Hirg Bl if you Gan
afford i, 0 wil hidld you enjoy your party, & Mix up the guest list. Pacpa arg tha party,
Irvite fressh faces, guasls of diferant backgrounds, genaralions, persuasions, # Always
greet guests at the door. Ofar & drink, and infroducse tham to al laast one olher
guiest. H ihay being a gift, acknowlpdge it gracefully, * Relax and enjoy your party.
Whan tha festratics ick off, it oo of details and have fun, 'Wand more ideas on partios

with panacha’? On those pages arg throe worth celabrating. —Dave Gibbona

MEET THE EXFERTS

Al Ader mnd Durvid Sterk, MO, sant plamas and athors of Feer Sowers ([Carkson Polion, Fednuery 2000, Busen snd Elzabeth Allen, & sisler calonng asm ol of
Bloentanm il Murae ik ahid GOl ML Lo e Bl Sillir feindiy e capniis. Elal sred Absaandn Anghs, comrs of LA Agu Vit Bl & Fhaices, il ulorg of Cocking
Pt with @ Twis! Saeevar!, Talord & Chang). Jafirey Baat, of Rl Peinta, o of Hollpaood's pranmiar fiems for party s brpa-evant phanning. IKatie Bingwn, aufner (Foie Ao
Eriferias, Kad Brown Docirnles; HerpoeColres) andd ol of The Kt Bty Shosr n E] Shye Noteodk, Markanne Welman-Malson, ol Specel Oocasions ., an LA wadking
and avind plannd o Aona Hecha and Janel Jacksan, among dihivs. Mindy Weles, o By Hlli weisdcing planner for cliets such a8 Charle Sheon and Beooks Shiskds.
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m T encouraga chatting, snacking and Qendal mingling. Clusier Bmiture imo seeeral

amall groagaings, nol just or oy cne. Make room 100 ot east kal your qusssis 1o sit af any time, with A ahla sur
faca naarby. 'S Fice 10 have foor cushions or Btte stocks bo work a8 exira seating (ke the Evendor Ultraguoeds
culn, Cpposte, S00; 415-255-8518 or at aasybean.comi; if you'se shor on lable space, a0d a lew iy 1alies
(KEAS bipnd-wood version, opposite, is 529, BOD-434 4833 Instoad of scatbering small Bundhed of fiowers, ona
g8 5 lew large aranpements that can be Set on the Soor or arcund the perimator of the rocm. Wa usod hy
grongoas, bul any B8l fiower will do ftry Bies oF oFchadsk Dranciis of large tropical kxS woukd Bls0 ook greal.

DI“H[‘.% Set up a |'.L-|:I'F-ce|.-|!|ﬁ.ll!-1
bar avely Trom the entryway and
primse aanling area, and stock it
with a salectien of wine, besr,
coda and sparkling water, along
with a specialty cocktail. Keep the
whilte wine, waler, beer and sada
on lce, and have extra ice in & |
bewl or e buckat. Plan on &ix
bottles aach of red and white
wine [a good inaupensive cholce:
Ca'del Sala Big House California-
tend white and red wines, $10
sachl As a apecial cocktail, mix
up o batch of rur-n-ade martinis
[mix 5 cups light rum, 3% cups
each Grand Marmier and sour mix,
2 oups club scda; chill until cold;
makes 20 drinks); serve in cock-
tamil glasses wilh & thin round of or-
ange. Mote: A botile of wine
serves four to five glasses. Figure
on three drinks pér parson for a SETTING THE MQOD switch the lightbulbs in
tweo= to thres-hour cockind party. pll light fixtures in the party arca io low-walisge andios use
colomd bulbs (iry peach or pink]. Scatber votse candias in
claar glass holders on coffee and side latbles, Remomier 10
dim the lights in sumaunding rooms, inchsding the kitchen
and bathmoom. Load your O player and sal i 10 mandam-
play a mix of hip slectronic musis: Feix da Housecats Ex-
curslons (Dbsessive Recordings), The Karma Collection:
Sunrise (Ten/3MV). Bjbrk's Greatast Hits (Elekiral,
Morcheeba's Morcheaba. Charangd (Repise) of Dol Allison's
W Are Sciance (Mantra Recordings). And nclude a Sehec-
tion of Wast African pop mualc in the mix: The Tound Kunda
Coffection [Puluimayo). A1 Farka Tourds The Rrer [Manga)
or King Sunfy Adé’s Synchro Sysfem [Mango).

Flowting orange
shces garmbEh
rumen-ndit mannis.,

F e evuis pavduich brdoermattion fa page GOG.

srmckind fil i o

purmpemickel; minl hambungens

FOVOLY Serve mini versions of

tavarite combort foods: tiny ham-
burgers on Parker Houss rolls,
roast turkey and cranbesry chubngy
an minl corn muifing, emaked
walimeon and créime Tralche on Sachks
tail pumparnickel, grilled chaass
pauares sorved with torato soup in

shol glasses, pigs in blankets. Skip
theé atandard buffet sstup and
arrangs snacks on serving irays
[remling 14 x 20" metal trays rans
%10 1o 514) pleced on side and cof-
fou tables, Kesp hot items in &
warm oven |(and soup over low
head) fod replonishing. Mole: For &
party this size, serve four to five
types of hors O ceuvres, and figurs
an thrgs 1o five pleces per guest.
L5

MORE IDEAS

k Think glabally Pics a diffarent
country for the drinkes and mini fooos:

F Maxican Soreo cronbarry mangan
1as wilh wedgas ol chicken-cheese
cussadilps, todila chips topped with
black-bean sasa, and mrd Dumies
F Japanesas OHor SAKeCn (Cosmos
wilh & shol of saka) wilh edamama.
dumplings and vegetable swahi
kitalian Senve progeceo ks (Lakan
sparking wing with créma da cacss)
wilth an assorimond of rmend bru-
scheita: tomato and mozzanalla,
prosciuiio and peas, mash ricotia
.m-,j.-paam_ mishroom and ientna,
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