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ERICA LENNARD AND DENIS COLOMB with JULIANSAE



Fopether, they run a Las Angeles event and inlerior design fins
called Aqua Vitae, and it would be hard to find a young coupss
mare spirited than Alexandra and Eliol Angle, As Alexandr
puts i, “We have a similar style—-we're both sentimental abog
family things, but we're also interested in new design, Plus, we
both appreciate 4 sense of humaor in things.™ All three lacets of
their shaned personal style are evident throughout their 15a0s
house, which they recently designed and removated, and whaes
thiey now livie and dia business.

Wi both el in bove with this house the second we saw i
lezandra says. “The houte itsell had very good bones, and we
loved Rhe location, We have three-hundred-and-sixty-degres
viegws of the Hollywood Hills, the San Gabriel mountains, and
downtown LA

Before they med, they led very different lives. = traveded 3
the time” Alexandra says. “I'm obsessed with moving, and the

lact that | was constanily on the move abviously allected my

L.A.efftervescence

aI_exandra&
eliot angle






style of furniture, In Japan, | had Japanese furniture. In the ald
townhouse where | lived in Portland, Maine, | had antique
Victorian things.” Then she met Eliot, who happens to have a lot
of family heirlooms: tables, chairs, lots of old books, and silver,
This helped awaken Alexandra’s heirloom instinct, giving her a
new appreciation for the furnishings handed down through her
family, like the antigue cabinel from her grandmaother's base-
ment that now lives in the couple’s dining room, and the impos-
ing portrait of Alexandra's great-great-great Aunt Lydie, which
presides over the living room from its spot above the fireplace,

Fittingly for a couple that produces memorable cocktall
parties for a living, the Angles” place boasts an enviable bar,
fully stocked with attractive glassware handed down from both
their families, as well as the collection of vintage shakers,
strainars, and decanters they've gathered together,

“When we lirst started living together” Alexandra explains,
“we started to restore a lot of old family stuff that we both had
inherited. That was our focus: how to use these pieces in a con-
temporary selting. We had a lot of beautiful things-they just
nesded a lot of attention” Like the 18th-century French
mahagany table the couple found in the chicken barn at
Alexandra’s unclé’s house. “It was in very bad shape,” she says.
Mow, in its glarious restored state, it occupies a place of honor
in the study (which doubles as a sunroam).

“Both of our families are from Mew England,” Eliot says, “so
there are all these attics we can piller, especially with older rel-
atives who just don’t want all these things. It's been a real priv-
ilege, like having our own little flea market, but much more
meaninglull That's been quite influential to our style. | think,
And it brings a whale romance to design, when you use things
thal have been passed down Lthrowgh ditferant family members.”

Besides sending breasured heirlooms to the furni
restarer, Alexandra and Eliot also regularly collabos
designs, he gamely builds=on do-it-yourself projects that
sure to be heirlooms for future generations. His talent fos
ing things is something Eliol admits he wouldn't have
ered without his wile's encouragement. "1 wouldn't say I'm &
master carpentern,”™ he says, modestly. "But | started wanting lo
make things because of our mutual interest in design, which
she helped me to develop.”

Among Eliot's creations are the impressive, angu
“Japanese-contemporary-style” decks in the garden and the
queen-size platform bed in the master bedroom. "IU's & pretty
crude design,” he says of the bed, "but we wanlbed a very stark,
almaost Asian feel, so | made it out of fourteen-inch wood beams
and painted it charcoal gray. It took a fair amount of trial and
errar, ofl and on for about a week,” he adds. "And there were
definitely some trips to Home Depol and then mare trips, whes
it wasn't working oul. But it was really fun to make.”

Across from the bed is an unusudl bedroom feature: 3
Kohler bathtub big enough for two, “That was my idea”
Algxandra explaing, "1 love laking baths. And I've always wank
ed a bathiub in the bedroom because it seemed incredibly
romantic to me.” It has proved quite romantic: Although ha's
shower person, Eliol went along with the bath-in-the-bedroos
idea and the couple now bBathe together about twice a week,

A renovated house
in Los Angeles
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