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Cocktails Fit
For Banana
Republicans

By WILLIAM L. HAMIL TN

H ERE'S a piece af advice from Ar
noldo de Villanova, @ 14-cemury
Spanich alchemist, cribhed by Al-
exandra and Eliot Angle lor their book
“Cockinil Parties With a Twist™ (50w
art, Tabori & Chang, B0Z): “Never (o
sl senarching for the water of life*

Par-1y!

I spent twoweeks, 12 hoars pme $500
searching for the water of life, ultimately
seTving It s martinks accom panied by
Tapaness ¢gg cusiards and endive-hbased
[na Lartane to two dozen friends and ac-
MriEnEEnCEs IRl Sarday

I staged the Urban Loft party from the
Angles s book, whoss 180 pages constifute
n perfectly scaled, solipaistic universe of
Banana Kepublicans wearing cashmore
underwear ([ would put money on it), liv-
Ing lnrge but easy in the New Ape.

Like the other parties Into which the
Mg les divide thelr waorld, ke Glamoar
by the Pool's Edge (1 thought briefly
1T Tiklkng vy T qund giving thal ome),
thi phatographs feature peopls who have
nhsarbed the ethos af lifestyle advertising
&0 Lhoroaghly that | staried expeceing
magazine articles between the pictures.

By thelr own jacket-flap déscription,
thie Angles run an " avanl CaLETinE Cofipa-

oy and interior design servics ' in Los A=




geles and peen called that city’s
“‘sexiest cocktail caterers’ by Los Ange-
les Magazine. Make that the ‘““coyest”’ too.

““How to throw a party?’’ they ask.
“Wish we could tell you.” I thought that
was pretty breezy for 30 bucks. But as
Yoda would say, ahead I went.

[f entertaining is attitude, not ability,
why not have a loft party in a small one-
bedroom apartment? Sophistication is a
state of mind, not square footage, as any
New York real estate agent will tell you.

The Angles’s book offers no hard advice
on Old Age quandaries about how much
food and liquor to buy for how many peo-
ple, or how to make a room look festive, or
what music might work.

My housecleaner, Luis Hincapie, and I
pushed my furniture to the walls to create
a loft. I pulled out every glass I own, in-
cluding the Nutella jars. In six Saturday
shopping trips, I searched for, not the wa-
ter of life, but caperberries and mirin, a
Japanese sweet rice wine. I bought two

Continued on Page 6
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pounds of sushi-grade und, an expe-
rienoe that came o little
actal fishing [or me

AL 730 that evening.
ol the shower [0 Ehes]
ipartment looked seoxy squing
. 1 1§t candbes and turmsed off Lghts
| hacked up six nuclear-garden-size
efdives. | glooped smoked Salrmon
ANl row cRg CUpS
Like running prayer beads through
my fingers, 1 reviewed the Angles's
fivee tips for being a swec 1k

Ihney are: plan mheo 1 overdo
in, Kesep in sirngile, be sure I 1 redax and
yoursell. Hoger that, good bud-
dies. (The chapter's other instroc
Clan oo LNeE Ross ICEMIFALE O
“charting, laughing and [Mirging’
somcthing that cagscd af keast onc
puesl o excuse himsell from oy
COMN pany.

Theie doorbell buzzesd

] WEES on SLERE

Real people, not pictures of happy
partypoers, walked into my apart-
ment, handing me their expectalions
lor a good Dime 1Eke That's
when | started writing my own ad
It detmll, wihich I'm hap-
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| skidded out

Eusais. My
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My ad '|I\\.I have Smpey
thi ready, because your guests show
up with [lowers, and you have to deal
with them thers and then or you get a
BOHEE v misaced & chibld

The door buzzed again; the room
fillecl. 1 had a cocktall, the one pleoe
of news you can use in the Urban Lofe
chapter

The Angles called for martinis
which is braille in the New Age [or
“drink that the urbane sip [ashion-
ably.” The book gives wou a basic
marti | Nl versions af

shi, &0 if vou offer gin and vodk a,

» 18 drinks to shilt between
teder. And no sdvice on how
bottles will booze how many
hiow Sy Dy voul want

nests lightly fried, or burned®

My advice: premix gln and vodka
martinis in distinctly shaped pitchs
£rs, 50 that you can distinguish be-
tween the two quickly, and ice the
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drinks a shaker as the orders
come in. Have gueesis choose thelr
garnish, &l oul in bowls, then slep

forward with their glass for a drink

There was nol & onalosholic drink
recipe provided, and I|‘H“:II|Eh Ehere
were fmeal and sk linger loods o
make, there wore no vegetarian dish-
5 — sirange (Hd Age lap=es [rom
La-La Land caterers.

The ook sald, “Attractive singles
are & musl.” And there seemesd 1o be
a gentle discouragement, like a wobce
mall meseage (of a swingers' club,
against oouples

Well, forget it
ment appens.

I invited close (riends first (ves,
every one of you Is attractive [n your
o way, alone and in pairs). Seized
with an 1lth-hour panlc that mot
enpagh peaple would attend, [ called

I irted, Commit-

intriguing acquaintances several
days later (yes, you wene the genetic
mooslErs). My advios: this stralegy
keeper. Everyone invived ap-
peared. Ratlonal planndng and im-
provisational aniety created wo
waves of guests who crested beauti-
fully at the party, talking hard and
trading numbers out of shier anex-
pectedness. There was pobd soclal
balance, with a leile vertipa that
created a “tribe’ [or the night.

The crowd was attractive (its do-
ing, not mine). My goests nursed
cioally on the Angles” chawan mushd
egps and una tartare = gbedient
ot ES-Balers.

I'hen the Scolch-a-Ro0s arrived

They are the goo, if not water, af
life: peanal butter on the bottom and
mdted chocolate on the top. The mid-
dle |5 Rice Krispies bound with Karo
syrup. [he Sooich-a-Hoos showed up
in a Pyrex baking dish covered with
aluminum foll, on the arm of Rick

K. i |.|I|_'-.||||_'-|_'.1r.ll_|-: FLCEL

They caused a stampede in the
room, then & steeplechass, a8 the
subtly fed chased them through the
party. I'ne Aslan Kim hors d osavres
didn't stand a chance

That's when Missy Elliot's ““Under
Construction™ hit my CD} changer,
while I wasn't looking. And that's
when poeople started hugging the
kitchen counter like it was a casing
table, empty glasses in hand, waich-
ing me high-rall the drinks

“Wow, ['ve never had this particu-
lar problem,” M3 Angle sald later
that week, from Los Angebes, refer-
ringg o the Scolch-a-Roos. “1 don't
know how you balance that in. Serve
them with Scotch?™

M. Angle, conferenced on the call,
sald, “You just rall with it. Or yousg
learve and go o .mulhr party."

My advice: serve Scolch-a-Roos. 3

As Missy Elliol suggests om her l\.t
CD, in “Funky Fresh Dressed™ ifg%
you're having difficulty with yourl
message, Turm the volume up." Shesgs
and Mr. Fox should write a book om 4%
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Banana Republicaps
And Their Cocktails

ricka McConnell, from *“Cocktail Parties With a Twist,” Stewart, Tabori & Chang

THE FANTASY Guests from the Impossibly Small Apartment
chapter in “Cocktail Parties With a Twist.”
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