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YOU RE
INVITED!

OUR PARTY HANDBOOK
=\What to wear, serve, sip
=\Who to invite, and how

 to keep them happy 355 |, ALLIWANT
=The best hostess gifts . FOR CHRISTMAS...
= A feast made easy— IS MY SANITY
honest! 29 holiday strategies
2 J CANTHIS
RELATIONSHIP
QU ESTIONS BE ORGANIZED?

His stuff, your stuff...
together at la

that could change your life
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Green Tea Collins
Agqua VTiee, LOF ARERGS

# I & Shaksr, comibWmne
2 unces wodka,
2 DUnces STroeg Enesin Dea
[coabid), 1 ounce fresh
Herron julce, ' s, grated
frash ginger, 1tsp. simple
SUAr SyTup.” ;
# Shaios and strain into
LAl glass with ke
Garnish withlime or lemon 1y,
wivbel, Makis 1 serving.
*To makos Syrup: Mix f"
Bual parts—about %
f’ cup of each—sugar and l'-l ;
Wtker in & SAUCEpan :
ower low boat; stir @8
until Sugar dissohes,
about 5 minutes.
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PARTY THROWING

PENELOPE GREEN asks the experts: How do you guarantee a good time?

GREAT PARTIES ARE GIFTS FROM THE
heare: They succeed when we give our-
selves to one another, host v guest and
back again. From a last-minure bash toa
sit-down dinner for 12 or a cockatl parey
for 5o, there are a million ways to bring
people together. Our completely unscien-
tific pelling of some great hoses and parey
professionals has uncovered ren insparecd,
can't-miss secrets to giving a terrific parce

Do not be afraid to invite a

CIFCUS. B2 brave with your usst
BSE, B max &8 marry gendrations, ok
disciplimes, nefEhborhcods, and INCOmes as
FOu Can rope i, Consider the 1ged that
&5 8 NoEL, ¥ou e suddEnly in the Busingss of
SErVing pecple 1o O andtbser, Cullinary
pErsonality Nigella Lawson, of Ehe Style
NETWOTE COOKINE Show MEea Files, Says,
“1HEE To inse & e i Trlered s, a Tow
ol friends, and the Erown-ups. il you know
wihal | mean” Pat Towers, 0°% featares
director, whio s rénownied far ber parties.
S S AhWEYS aS one wild card. "Wheen

thene's another aspect brought Into the
tamiliar, it gets people stimulated, puts them
on thelr toes,” she says, “And then we see
the best in each other and are reminded why
woe like o another 50 much.”

Upend the party formula.
“Peope gt hung up an trying to
da things right, and thoy lose the paint
of a party, which & to have fun,” says llena
ROseniwels, cosuthor with tha fashian
designer Cynthia Rowley of the witty
decorating gulde Home Swell Hovme LARTial.
“Make something surprising happen. For
a birthday party for my boyfriend. Rick. who
es macarcnl and cheese, | ondered ten
msc angd chaases from kocal restaurants.
we wolted on the best one,” Rosenweig
has other ideas on the subject: May games.
¥iou might have a Fing-Pong tournameant
befare dimnner or & rownd of Two Truths and
L afterward (make threa statements,
and everyons votes on which is the liel. Have
A pdper party—no china or glasses—and
far placomats use pages torn from a steamy

ILLUSTRATION BY MAIRA KALMAN

nepvel, (FOr mone pary-peppng iGeas, see
“What a Swell Party This 15,” page 200.)

Give your guests something

to do. mast peopie like to play &n
BCtive role 6t 8 party. You can Rarmess this
Impalse (o your advantage, &I like b put
A group of my friends topether: | call them
vy RSBty team, " Says Bryan Ratanell,
anevent planner in Boston. °1 ghe them
BECH SOMEsdng [0 mesal, 1o take cand al. The
bigger the party. the bigger the Frospiality
team.” Shier frierds might Boe to pour drinks
Or chear plates

The music matters. tis is your

panty’s backbeat, o if your collection
5 s than stellar, wihy not ask your invitees
1o bring a CO ihey think you ought to have
Hire & 0 or, says Rafanedll, just play these
five CDS aver and over: Affer the Playboy
nMansion, by Dimitri from Paris (“Great pop.
laungy and cool™ ) Samba Sowl 707 ("Cocktall,
ot 1.I!|I!.H||}' suthentic samba®]; tra Cialled
oF (“A great htll.lll.‘--r ol baut sophisticated



MADE EAS

enoEgh 50 that i you're 55 you won't be
tmed of ), Walts for Koop by Koop
"Remixed waltzes, which sounds dreadiul,
but it's pretty cool®); Verve Remixed
("Miocern spin to jarz classics®).

Embrace wretched excess.
Lots of Tood, lots of drink, and kts
of bow and garnishes are kKey, U1 4 Bdie L P
ot of amything, Mare & more fun. “if you
can't afford a full bar,* says Elizabeth allen,
an event planner with offices in Boston and
ianhattan, “have red and white wines and
& movelty cocktall,” (For suggestions dse
“Cockiails, AnyoneT” on page 198.)

D'iEI'Eﬁrd tip # 5. if your

party ks small enough, by ghving
puests absolitaly N options whalsoever.
Amanda HessEr, a New vori Times
Noosd writer and tha awthor of The Cook
A e Gavdemer (Norton)], says people
are creatures of habit, “and yet if introdweced
i something new, they will bry iL° Hesser
JiEs: b0 servg Kir Roynles (add one or b
teaspoons of créme e cassss Lo sach
glass of champagnel, and eschews hors

d'oeusTes. “1want my guests to be hungry

for dinner,” she Sxys

Plan your bar. katie aravws,
Iestyle gure of the Style network,
suURgests setfing up thred seif-Sdree Bars:
o wine bar, a vodka bar, and & Coimd ol i8R
bar, for example, Alexandra and Eliat
Angle, avent designers and the authars of
Cocktall Pariles with @ Twast (S1&wamm, TabEMN
& Chang), ke to gussy up o rovelty SocklS |
bar by setting o little table with a pitcher
of, sy, Grossn Ten Codlins mily {S0& " Cockiallg,
Anvpone ¥ on page 198 for the récipel, vinlags
glasses, garnishes, and Instruclions on
o T put the thing together proparty

Know your guests, and seat

them pmpl}rlﬁ'. “At the end of
e diay, this is what makes the party work,”
says Rana Sindl, & party lowsr and the authar
af B& My Guest Theme Party Sevoir-Faing
(assouling]. ¥ou want 1o glhve everyone
e est seak for tham, | nmever pul couples
together, or best frlends.” Preston Balley
the awthar of Presion Baley’s Design for
Enteviaimimg (Bulfinch Press/Little, Brown

and Company), lces dinnor for 30 at & loag,
lang refectary table, His gambit iz to
gwitch saating at sach course. “And | like to
FEVE FRANY CouUrsas,” he says. “Instead

ol thiFes, | kava sight, Al that moving really
gats people mking.”

selyour stage Flll'ﬂ[.ErI'j.

Lightieg s ey to making avaryans ok
good and sexy. No overhead lighting. “Votives
are bost, becsuse you can sat out lots of tham
ol Aol hdied Your party ook like @ séance,”
Lhys Sorona Bass, o Manhaktan avent plannar
A the propriotor of Mew York's Sorena Bar
B Lounge. "1 liko thres groups of four
voltived on & big table, and thon seis of four
evirywiers alee.” As for tha table, you
dor’t have o have fiowors. Colis Cowle, tha
awthar of Diraer Aftor ek (Clarkcssn Potter],
likiés big Bowits of egeplarts and cranges—oar
coconuls, limbs, and kivis—as contorpleces.
S0 does Nigolla Linwson, though sho favors
a bowad of bemons S0bo. Y'ou ClN 500 0ver thom,
she paints out, “and there's o scent to
interfére with Wwhal yoir're eating.”

Cede control. pat Towers says
dirirer at her hauad often onds up
being served & bit late, which can be a good
'I.I1|n; for & party: “| & ot very wiall crganized,
and o 1 have 1o kedp disnppearing into
the kitchen. This forces svaryans 1o 2ot to
Know one anotfer” &
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